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Introduction. Cantonese has more than one postverbal element of ‘again’: -faan and -gwo (≠ 
experiential -gwo) (Tang 2015). They both operate on events by presuming the same event has occurred 
before, with different specifications on its relation to the present event (resumption for -faan, Tang 2001; 
“fixing” undesirable results for -gwo, Yan 2009). This talk presents novel observations on an asymmetry 
of their scopal behavior in embedding contexts, which is parallel to preverbal ‘again’ you and zai in 
Mandarin. We propose that the asymmetries can be explained by two syntactic positions of ‘again’. 
Asymmetries in scopal behavior. We examine whether ‘again’ may cross a clause boundary and 
operate on the matrix events (for postverbal ‘again’) or embedded events (for preverbal ‘again’): 
(1) [Vmatrix  …  [ Vembedded-AGAIN … (postverbal)

      (wide scope over matrix e) 
(2) [AGAIN [ Vmatrix    …   [ Vembedded … (preverbal)

        (scope “skipping” matrix e) 

Postverbal ‘again’ in Cantonese: When -faan and -gwo attach to a predicate embedded under ‘want’, 
only -faan may take scope over ‘want’ (=(3)). -Gwo only has an infelicitous narrow scope reading that 
‘killing the boss’ has happened before. The contrast is even clearer by adding preverbal jau/zoi ‘again’. 
According to Huang’s (2022) typology of complementation, ‘want’ takes a nonfinite clause. Similar 
patterns are observed with other nonfinite clause taking predicates, e.g., hoji ‘may’ & gaizuk ‘continue’. 
(3) [Context: When Ming was a gangster, he always wanted to murder his maniac boss, though he

never tried to. He no longer wanted so after he left the gang. Today, he met his boss on the street,
who insulted and slapped him. Ming is so angry that he wants to kill him again.]
a. Aaming  (jau)   soeng  (#jau/#zoi) saatsei-faan keoi daailou.  (again>want, #want>again) 

Ming   AGAIN want   AGAIN   kill-AGAIN  3SG  boss 
‘Ming again wants to kill his boss.’ / ‘#Ming wants to again kill his boss.’ 

b. #Aaming (jau) soeng  (#jau/#zoi) saatsei-gwo keoi daailou.  (*again>want, #want>again) 
Ming  AGAIN want  AGAIN kill-AGAIN  3SG  boss 

Only: ‘#Ming wants to again kill his boss.’ 
-Faan, however, cannot cross a finite clause boundary and take scope over ‘believe’ in (4).
(4) [Context: Ming quitted being a Christian years ago. Today, he had a traffic accident, and heard

God’s voice when he was badly injured. He once again believes that God exists.]
#Aaming (jau)   seon   (#jau/#zoi) jau-faan   san.      (*again>believe, #believe>again)

Ming   AGAIN believe  AGAIN    have-AGAIN God  ‘#Ming believes that there is again God.’
Preverbal ‘again’ in Mandarin: Y. Liu (2021, 2022) reports that you may “skip” the matrix predicate
(‘want’) and take narrow scope to directly operate on the embedded predicate (‘go’) (=(5)a). The scope
“skipping” effects of you apply to other nonfinite clause taking predicates, e.g., bipo ‘force’ & tingzhi
‘stop’. Interestingly, we observe that zai lacks such effects, similar to the contrast in Cantonese.
(5) [Context: Yesterday, reluctant to travel but forced by his boss, Xiaoming went to Taipei for some

work, but he did not manage to finish it before he came back. Today, afraid of getting fired due to
his unfinished work, he wants to go to Taipei again to finish it.]  (Adapted from Lin & C. Liu 2009)

a. Xiaoming  you   xiangyao qu  Taibei. (want>again>go) 
Xiaoming  AGAIN want    go  Taipei 
‘Xiaoming wants to again go to Taipei.’ / ‘#Xiaoming again wants to go to Taipei.’ 

b. #Xiaoming  zai xiangyao qu  Taibei, ba  gongzuo zuo-wan. (*want>again>go) 
  Xiaoming  AGAIN want  go  Taipei  DISP work do-finish 
‘#Xiaoming again wants to go to Taipei, to finish up the work.’ 

You also cannot cross a finite clause boundary to operate on an event embedded under ‘believe’: 
(6) [Context: During the 2003 SARS outbreak, Xiaoming was so ignorant that he thought that SARS was just a

flu, and he did not believe in the existence of coronavirus. After the outbreak, coronavirus was not found
anywhere. In 2019, however, Xiaoming became an epidemiologist and collected a sample that contained
coronavirus. Now, he does believe that there had appeared coronavirus, and it appeared again.]

#Xiaoming  you   xiangxin chuxian-le  guanzhuangbingdu.    (*believe>again>appear)
Xiaoming  AGAIN believe  appear-PFV  coronavirus

Only: ‘#Xiaoming again believes that there appeared coronavirus.’
High vs. low ‘again’. We suggest that there are two positions for ‘again’: one on AspP, another on vP
(cf. Lin & C. Liu 2009, Y. Liu 2022 for Mandarin). Only -faan and you may be located high at AspP,
whereas -gwo and zai are always low at vP, as in (7). In the talk, we will show how (7) derives the scopal
contrasts by assuming that nonfinite clauses lack an AspP to license the high ‘again’.
(7) [AspP -faan, you … [vP -gwo, zai … [VP …
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